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SUBJECT: ZORZA ARTICLE ON DEATH PENALTY 

1. ACCORDING TO VICTOR ZORZA ARTICLE CARRIED IN 
WASHINGTON POST AUGUST 28, USSR IS "REVIVING" AND "AGAIN 
BEGINNING" TO IMPOSE DEATH SENTENCES FOR ECONOMIC CRIMES. 
ZORZA ASSERTS THAT IN RECENT MONTHS THERE HAVE BEEN REPORTS 
OF DEATH SENTENCES IN ARMENIA, TADJIKISTAN, AZERBAIJAN, 
GEORGIA, AND RUSSIA WHICH HAVE APPEARED ONLY IN LOCAL 
PAPERS. ZORZA GIVES NO FIGURES. 

2. FROM INFORMATION AVAILABLE WE INCLINED TO THINK ZORZA 
MAY BE OVERDRAMATIZING SHIFT IN SOVIET POLICY AND THAT 
THERE HAVE BEEN ONLY OCCASIONAL INCIDENTS OF IMPOSED DEATH 
SENTENCES FOR ECONOMIC CRIMES OVER RECENT YEARS. EMBASSY 
COMMENT WOULD BE APPRECIATED. ZORZA ARTICLE POUCHED TO 
EMBASSY. ROGERS 
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